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A UN ENVIRONMENT COLLABORATING CENTRE IN THE SOUTH AND FOR

THE SOUTH
The UN Environment International Ecosystem Management Partnership (UNEP -IEMP) is the first UN Environment Collaborating Centre i n the
South and for the South mobilizing science to support policy setting for sustainable ecosystem management in all developing ¢ ountries. It

has been mandated to support UN Environment 6s Ec epsogramnmesppromatingeagreenent and C
economy and enhancing South -South Cooperation.

OUR VISION

Enhance the role of ecosystem management as a vital approach to working with nature for a world with a green economy.

OUR MISSION

To provide science, policy, and capacity support to developing countries to integrate ecosystem management approaches
into national policies and development plans to enhance the delivery of ecosystem services for human well -being.
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0 U N HEMP needs to be a true global centre OUNHFEMP is a foundational pil loalrheofMiWNEBR&s of Environment al

in the South and for the South providing South-South Cooperation initiative that support the host Chinese organization, the
technical and policy support to developing enables UNEP to deliver environmental Chinese Academy of Sciences, for the
countries and promoting ecological capacity building and technology support to establishment of UNEP -I| EMP . ¢
civilization. ¢ regions of the South. o
H.E. Shengxian Zhou
Prof. Chunli Bai Mr. Achim Steiner Minister
President Executive Director Ministry of Environmental Protection
Chinese Academy of Sciences United Nations Environment Programme

UN Environment International Ecosystem Management Partnership: Milestones

2010 : The United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment) and the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) kicked off the process to strengthen their
collaboration to enhance ecosystem management in developing countries. The collaboration was seen as a coming together of two agents of change & China
as one of the most important emerging economies in the world, possessing vast experience, knowledge and technology on ecosyst em management, and UN

Environment as the leading agency in the United Nations system on environmental issues.

2011:UN Environmentds International E c o s y s-IERIM) wad afiicially unehedtas dn internatianal grdgiarpm (U B, Ed?sponsored
by UN Environment and CAS, with political support of the Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP) of China.

2012 : After one year of operation, an agreement was signed by UN Environment and CAS that transformed UNEP -IEMP from an international ~ programme to
the first UN Environment collaborating centre 0in the South and for the Southo.

2013 : UN Environment Governing Council recognized and blessed UNEP -IEMP. Entering its development phase (2013 -2015), the Centre held i ts first Steering
Committee meeting and launched its first full -sized GEF project Ecosystem -based Adaptation through South  -South Cooperation (EbA  South), a joint initiative
of UN Environment and the National Development and Reform Commission of China (NDRC).

2014 : UNEP-IEMP turned a new leaf in advancing the global agenda on South -South Cooperation on Climate Change (SSCCC), notably through facilitating the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between China and UN Environment. The first SSCCC Forum was organized on the s ide lines of COP 20 of
UNFCCC in Lima.

2015 : UNEP-IEMP completed the development of its flagship programme on Climate, Ecosystems and Livelihoods (CEL), which was reviewed b y its Science
Advisory Group (SAG) and approved by its Steering Committee (SC) in -principle.

2016: CEL approved by the Steering Committee and launched at COP 22 of UNFCCC by UN Environment Deputy Executive Director, Mr. Ibra him Thiaw in the
presence of several ministers, heads of UN and government agencies. Also, UNEP -IEMP enters its fully -operational phase with re  -structured offices.
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UN ENVIRONMENT INTERNATIONAL ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP (UNEP-IEMP) STEER-

ING COMMITTEE (SC)AND SCIENCE ADVISORY GROUP (SAG) MEMBERS

Co-CHAIRS:
9 Mr. Tieniu Tan , Vice President, Chinese Academy of Sciences (Co -chair SC)

1  Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw , Deputy Executive Director, UN Environment (Co  -chair SC)

I  Mr. Yiyu Chen , Chairman Life Science Division, Chinese Academy of Sciences and immediate past President of National Natural Science Foundati on of
China (Co -chair SAG)

1 Dr. Arthur Hanson , International Chief Advisor and Member, China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development and

former President of International Institute for Sustainable Development (Co -chair SAG)
MEMBERS
9 Dr. Bojie Fu , Professor of Research Centre for Eco -Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Academician of Chinese Academic of Sci ences

and Fellow of the Academy of Sciences for Developing World (SAG member)
1 Dr. Gisela Alonso , President of the Cuban Agency of Environment and Honor Member of the Cuban Academy of Sciences (SAG member)
I Mr. Haisheng Li , Director General of International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Environment Protection of China

9 Dr. Kathy MacKinnon , Vice-Chair of the Convention on Biological Diversity of IUCN/WCPA and Vice -Chair on Climate Change, Board Member of Botanic
Gardens Conservation International, Member of the Supervisory Council of Wetlands International (SAG member)

f  Mr. Masataka Watanabe , Chair of Asia -Pacific Adaptation Network

 Dr. Qinghua Xu , Deputy Secretary General of China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development (SAG member)

=a

Dr. Salif Diop , Water Specialist, Member of the African Academy of Sciences and Member of The World Academy of Sciences for the Advancement of
Sciences in the Developing Countries (SAG member)

Mr. Wei Su, Director General of Climate Change Department, National Development and Reform Commission of China

Mr. Yi Liu , Deputy Director General of Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences

Ms. Yolanda Kakabadse Navarro , International President of World Wild Fund for Nature and the former Minister of Environment of Ecuador
Mr. Zakri Abdul Hamid  , Chair of Intergovernmental Science  -Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

Dr. Xiaoming Jin , Director General of Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Science and Technology, China

= =4 =4 -a -8 -

Mr. Shan Jiang , Director General of Department of American and Oceanian Affairs, Ministry of Commerce, China
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Jian Liu
Director

A word from the Director

UNEP-IEMP is on a transformational path making sound progress on many
fronts with the generous support of its Steering Committee and the Science
Advisory Group.

2016 was a remarkable year for the Centre in many aspects. First, we had

the privilege of greeting Mr. Erik Sohleim the new Executive Director of
UN Environment in Beijing during his first official mission to China. His
vision of engaging China to lead the South  -South Cooperation endeavor
empowers UN Environment International Ecosystem Management Partner-
ship even more, and we will  dedicate all our efforts to work with people
and institutions in impoverished and most vulnerable settings, with assis-
tance from both Northern and Southern partners. Second, UN Environ-
ment 6 s Deputy Executive Director, Mr .
ade-long (2016 -2025) flagship programme on Climate, Ecosystems and
Livelihoods (CEL) at COP 22, in Marrakech, Morocco. CEL, supported by
China, is designed to assist countries in the global South with effective
delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris
Agreement. Third, the Centre established its credibility in the realms of
operations and entered its fully  -operational phase with four restructured
offices. We continue on this journey and are successfully delivering ser-
vices in 17 countries across Asia and Africa

Many other highlights are worth mentioning. We successfully organized
the Advanced Training Workshop on Ecosystem -based Adaptation (EbA)
in the Arid Areas as part of the capacity building initiatives announced by
Chinese President Xi Jinping during COP 21 in Paris.




We also fostered good cooperation between upper and lower reaches of the Greater Mekong Subregion
through the UN Environment - China Trust Fund project on enhancing capacity -building on ecosystem
management in six participating countries.

The Centre continues to implement the joint UN Environment -NDRC GEF project EbA South and also orga-
nized The High -level Forum on South -South Cooperation on Climate Change (SSCCC) on the sidelines of
COP 22. None of this would have been possible without the steadfast support of our partners. It is their

faith and commitment towards UNEP  -IEMP that truly inspires us and lends the affirmation that we need to

push even further. As the Centre begin its sixth year of operations, and celebrate past achievements, it is
important to be cognisant of the tasks yet to be completed or begun. The major goal of 2017 will be to

make CEL operational and successful by developing a business model and roadmap under the guidance of

UN Environment and Chinese Academy of Sciences; build strategic partnerships with relevant stakehold-

ers; develop a wider portfolio of projects, supported by national and international funding programmes.

As | embark on a new journey as the Chief Scientist of UN Environment, | am deeply grateful to each one of
you for your extraordinary contribution and invaluable support to UNEP -IEMP, and to me personally.
| have found a great deal of satisfaction establishing and leading the Centre since its inception.

| am confident that under the leadership of my successor, the dedicated staff will continue to be a
0t obelmrerd in steering the sustainability agenda in the
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UNEP-IEMP 2™ Science Advisory Group Meeting

June 28, 2016 Beijing, China
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SCIENCE ADVISORY GROUP MEETING

The Second Science Advisory Group (SAG) Meeting was held on June 28, 2016. It was co -chaired by Mr. Yiyu Chen, Academician of th e
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and Dr. Salif Diop, The Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) Fellow.

SAG meeting objectives

1 Review and comment on the Annual Report 2015 and Work Plan 2016, as well as the revised version of the Biennial Work Plan 201 6-
2017
91 Provide further comment on the final revised draft of the decade -long flagship programme on Climate, Ecosystems and Livelihoods

(CEL) that received no objection by the Steering Committee in 2015, and possible recommendation to the SC for adoption.

1 Take note and provide guidance on new initiatives under CEL - the Silk Road Ecological Survey and Assessment (SRSA), Green Climat e
Fund (GCF) Project for Ecosystem -based Mitigation in China 2nd phase of GEF EbA  -South Project and Adaptation Fund project for
EDbA in the GMS.

1 Take note and provide guidance on South ~ -South Cooperation on Climate Change (SSCCC) Forum that was established jointly by UN
Environment and NDRC as well as other partners.

1 Review and comment on the improved delivery mechanism.
SAG meeting outcomes
T Acknowledged and appreciated Centreds achievements of the past year.

1 Recommended to better reflect the niche of CEL that ecosystem management is the core, livelihoods improvement the objective, and
climate change the driving force.

1 Focus on strengthening partnership building, developing policy recommendations for governments, building a database with
partners, designing and building globally well -known brands under CEL (like South  -South Cooperation on Climate Change Foru  m).

Recommendations from the SAG meeting were presented at the meeting of the SC for final recommendations, consideration and
approval.
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UNEP-IEMP 4% Steering Committee Meetit

June 29, 2016 Beijing, China
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STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

The Steering Committee (SC) held its 4 ™ annual meeting on 29 June, 2016 following the 2nd
meeting of the Science Advisory Group (SAG) on 28 June. It was co -chaired by Mr. Jinghua Cao,
Director General, Bureau of International Cooperation, Chinese Academy of Sciences (on behalf

of Tieniu TAN) and Ms. Mette Wilkie, Director of the Division of Environmental Policy

Implementation, UN Environment (on behalf of Ibrahim Thiaw).

SC lauded UNEP- EMP36s 2015 annual progress which was deliv
work plan and Mid -Term Development Strategy. The year 2016 marks UNEP -1l EMP3ds enteri
fully operational phase after its | aunch-basned?dO0 1tlc
Oprogratmamreedd Centre. The annual work plan 20620 and
were reviewed by the SC. The SC also reviewed the CEL framework which is aimed to assist the

effective implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement in

an integrated manner in the developing countries. CEL focuses on the nexus of climate, ecosys-

tems and livelihoods covering drylands, river basins and coastal ecosystems and will take a

three -phased approach.

Key Decisions

1 Endorsed the Annual Work Plan for 2016 and took note of the revised Biennial Work Plan
2016 -2017, focusing on the implementation of CEL.

1 Evaluated the Annual Progress Report 2015 as meeting expectations satisfactorily.

1 Approved CEL and requested updating the programme document according to comments

made by the Steering Committee.
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